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IRICHFHIX AT L HITERE:  Interpreters have hitherto, in my opinion, given
a wrong rendering and exposition to this passage; for they make this
distinction, that Christ was life to Paul, and death was gain. I, on the other
hand, make Christ the subject of discourse in both clauses, so that he is
declared to be gain in him both in life and in death; for it is customary with
the Greeks to leave the word proj to be understood. Besides that this meaning
is less forced, it also corresponds better with the foregoing statement, and
contains more complete doctrine. He declares that it is indifferent to him, and
is all one, whether he lives or dies, because, having Christ, he reckons both to
be gain. And assuredly it is Christ alone that makes us happy both in death
and in life; otherwise, if death is miserable, life is in no degree happier; so that

it is difficult to determine whether it is more advantageous to live or to die out
of Christ. On the other hand, let Christ be with us, and he will bless our life

as well as our death, so that both will be happy and desirable for us. iX#£, &
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[(The term apologetics etymologically derives from the Classical Greek
word apologia. In the Classical Greek legal system two key technical terms
were employed: the prosecution delivered the kategoria (katnyopia), and the
defendant replied with an apologia. To deliver an apologia meant making a
formal speech or giving an explanation to reply and rebut the charges, as in
the case of Socrates' defence. This Classical Greek term appears in the Koine
(i.e. common) Greek of the New Testament. The Apostle Paul employs the
term apologia in his trial speech to Festus and Agrippa when he says "I make
my defence™ (Acts 26:2). A cognate term appears in Paul's Letter to the
Philippians as he is "defending the gospel” (Philippians 1:7 & 16), and in 1
Peter 3:15 believers must be ready to give an "answer" for their faith. The
word also appears in the negative in Romans 1:20: unbelievers are
avamoAdynrtot (anapologetoi) (without excuse, defence, or apology) for
rejecting the revelation of God in creation. [d] — /7B 7 W EH, E
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